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The Natural Language Processing(NLP) Research group of Department of Computer Science and Engineering, Rajagiri School of Engineering and Technology(RSET)  in association with ISTE organised a 5 day Online Faculty Development Program on Deep Learning and Natural Language Processing from 10th August 2020 to 14th August 2020. The program was attended by 120 Faculty members across India. The Resource persons were Mr. Premjith( Faculty Associate, Amrita School of Engineering), Dr. Bindu Krishnan ( HoD, Department of Computer Science, Jain University) and Mr. GovindParameshwaran, Artificial Intelligence Consultant, EY, Technopark Trivandrum.

The Virtual Session was inaugurated by Dr. Sreejith ,Principal, RSET at 9.45am on 10th August 2020. Dr. Nidhi. M.B,National Executive Council Member, ISTE addressed the attendees. The inaugural address was by Dr.Dhanya P.M, HoD, Department of CSE, RSET for addressing the audience. The Session began after the Welcome Address by Ms.Mehbooba P, Assistant Professor, Department of CSE, RSET

The session on DAY 1 began at 10.10 am. First day Session was handled by Mr. Premjith (Faculty Associate, Amrita School of Engineering) which focussed on a session on Basics of NLP, which included the basic concepts and methods in Natural language processing , for the participants to get hands-on experience in Google Colab  platform.

Mr.Premjith, handled the second day session, which was exclusively hands on sessions where the participants could get themselves involved in executing the well known algorithms which are the fundamentals of any NLP based system.

Day 3 was all about the role of statistics by Dr. Bindhu Krishnan, Associate Professor and HoD of Data Science,Jain University, Kochi. The relevance of all the statistical approaches a researcher needs to know so as to understand the internal  working of many algorithms was discussed by the Resource Person to improve the efficiency of existing ones. 

The final 2 days were by Mr. GovindMaheshwaran, who was instrumental in throwing  lights into the need of  Deep Learning for present day Computing especially in the area of NLP. He started the session by explaining Neural Networks and how they work. Participants were enthusiastic to know more about neural networks.

The last day of FDP was quite interesting which took the participants to the advancements in the area of Deep Learning and again it was a complete hands-on session which proved to be a capstone for the participants to pursue more in this area. 

On the final day of the FDP, the feedback session witnessed a large number of participants giving us a good insight of how the FDP was very useful to them. Good feedback and enthusiastic queries made it a feather on our caps.

Finally a word to ISTE who at the last moment came along to associate with us for the event. Thank you for the association as a week was well spent for learning the basics of NLP to some of the latest in NLP.

